Dofetilide: Electrophysiologic Effect, Efficacy, and Safety in Patients with Cardiac Arrhythmias.
Dofetilide is a class III antiarrhythmic agent with a selective blockade of rapid component of delayed rectifier potassium current (IKr). Dofetilide was found to be safe in patients after myocardial infarction and those with congestive heart failure and left ventricular systolic dysfunction (ejection fraction of less than 35%). An important adverse effect of dofetilide is its potential proarrhythmic risk of ventricular tachyarrhythmias, mostly torsades de pointes. Because dofetilide has about an 80% renal excretion, dose adjustment is required in patients with impaired renal function. Dofetilide should not be given or discontinued if the QTc is greater than 500 ms.